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ARTISTS DESCRIPTION
The dual association of Darmstadtium being the heaviest atom ever produced and the name from a song released by a Finnish heavy metal band provided the inspiration for 
this image.  The atoms don’t occur in nature and are said to have only existed for a fraction of a second before decaying into lighter elements.  The almost solid outer layer of 
black text is printed using a solar plate image of text that represents the association with the heavy metal band.  Layered under this are several layers of silver and grey etching 
and embossed images of both the notion of the vapour and the scientific image of atom.

LEONIE OAKES

The element Darmstadtium, with its symbol Ds and atomic number 110 in the periodic system, does not occur in nature. On the 9th of November 1994 at 4:39 pm in Darmstadt, 
Germany, the scientist Armbruster, Münzenberg and Hofmann detected a few atoms of Darmstadtium after bombarding billions of Nickel projectiles over several days at very 
high velocity onto a lead target. These atoms decayed after a small fraction of a second into lighter elements by emitting alpha particles (alpha radiation).

Darmstadtium is a metal which should have similar chemical properties to the heavy metals Nickel, Palladium and Platinum. Darmstadtium is also the heaviest man-made atom 
ever produced, making it the heaviest of ‘heavy metal’. The element is named after the city where it was discovered, Darmstadt (literal translation: Intestine City).

Another connection of Darmstadt to ‘heavy metal’ is a musical one. In 2003 the Finish heavy metal band Ruoska released a song called Darmstadt. The song was inspired by 
the guitarist who had a dream which featured a road sign ‘Darmstadt – Tie taivaaseen’, meaning ‘Darmstadt – Road to heaven’. Initially not knowing where the word Darmstadt 
originated from, Ruoska wrote a song about the dream only to realise later that the turntable, which the guitarist used for his carpentry work, was made in Darmstadt and had 
the word written on it.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darmstadtium

http://darmstadtium.com/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTgCRKLxuqU (Ruoska – Darmstadt)
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